STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER JESSICA ROSENWORCEL

Re: Broadcast Incentive Auction Scheduled to Begin on March 29, 2016, Procedures for Competitive
Bidding in Auction 1000, Including Initial Clearing Target Determination, Qualifying to Bid, and
Bidding in Auctions 1001 (Reverse) and 1002 (Forward), AU Docket No. 14-252, GN Docket
No. 12-268, WT Docket No. 12-269.

This Commission has been charged by Congress with holding the world’s first spectrum
incentive auction. This is not an effort for the timid and fainthearted. The complexities of
reclaiming old airwaves and repurposing them for new wireless use are big—and the small
details matter.

It’s the details we deal with today in this Public Notice. We announce the date the
auction will begin. We delve into the configuration of the 600 MHz band, covering everything
from the placement of stations to the dynamics of the duplex gap to the assignment of impaired
spectrum. Each issue is novel, packed with consequences, and the product of hard-fought
compromise. There are issues and assumptions here every one of us might choose to tweak, but
I believe this package of decisions has the benefit of moving us forward. I am especially pleased
that today’s effort seeks additional comment on vacant channels, which can help provide the
unlicensed community with the spectrum necessary to develop innovative and cutting-edge
devices and technologies.

This is not your typical Public Notice. But then again, this is not your average spectrum
auction. We cannot forget we are making history. There are hard choices to make, complicated
decisions to reach, and if we get them right—exciting new possibilities for spectrum in the 600
MHz band.



